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MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 
 

SIXTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY 
 

 The House met at 5:00 p.m. and was called to order by Mr. Speaker Casada. 
 
 The proceedings were opened with prayer by Pastor Steve Young, Ardmore Terrence 
Baptist Church, Memphis, TN. 
 
 Representative Parkinson led the House in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 The roll call was taken with the following results: 
 
 Present ....................................................................................... 97 
 
 Representatives present were Baum, Beck, Boyd, Bricken, Byrd, Calfee, Camper, Carr, 
Carter, Cepicky, Chism, Clemmons, Cochran, Coley, Cooper, Crawford, Curcio, Daniel, 
DeBerry, Dixie, Doggett, Dunn, Eldridge, Faison, Farmer, Freeman, Gant, Garrett, Griffey, 
Hakeem, Halford, Hall, Haston, Hawk, Hazlewood, Helton, Hicks, Hill M, Hill T, Hodges, 
Holsclaw, Holt, Howell, Hulsey, Hurt, Jernigan, Johnson C, Johnson G, Keisling, Kumar, 
Lafferty, Lamar, Lamberth, Leatherwood, Littleton, Love, Lynn, Marsh, Miller, Mitchell, Moon, 
Ogles, Parkinson, Potts, Powell, Powers, Ragan, Ramsey, Reedy, Rudd, Rudder, Russell, 
Sanderson, Sexton C, Sexton J, Shaw, Sherrell, Smith, Sparks, Staples, Stewart, Terry, 
Thompson, Tillis, Todd, Towns, Travis, Van Huss, Vaughan, Weaver, White, Whitson, Williams, 
Windle, Wright, Zachary, Mr. Speaker Casada -- 97 
 
 

PRESENT IN CHAMBER 
 
 Rep. Moody was recorded as being present in the Chamber. 
 
 

SPONSORS ADDED 
 

 Under Rule No. 43, the following members were permitted to add their names as 
sponsors as indicated below, the prime sponsor of each having agreed to such addition: 
 
House Resolution No. 21 Reps. Holt and Leatherwood as prime sponsors. 
 
House Resolution No. 28 Rep. Clemmons as prime sponsor. 
 
House Resolution No. 29 Rep. Clemmons as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 87 Rep. Williams as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 133 Rep. Hall as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 330 Rep. Freeman as prime sponsor. 
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House Bill No. 563 Rep. Powers as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 963 Rep. Carter as prime sponsor. 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
March 1, 2019 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Bills Nos. 68, 90 and 131; 
signed by the Speaker. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the House, Senate Bills Nos. 49, 68, 73 and 
340; For the signature of the Speaker. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the House, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 
195, 198, 203 and 211; For the signature of the Speaker. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
SIGNED 

March 1, 2019 
 

  The Speaker announced that he had signed the following: Senate Joint Resolutions 
Nos. 195, 198, 203 and 211.  

 
TAMMY LETZLER, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Bill No. 28; substituted for 
Senate Bill on same subject, amended, and passed by the Senate. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 
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MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
March 1, 2019 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Bills Nos. 166 and 999; 
substituted for Senate Bills on same subjects and passed by the Senate. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 166, 
214, 215, 217 and 218; concurred in by the Senate. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the House, Senate Bills Nos. 47, 234, 788, 
807, 955, 1113, 1241 and 1264; passed by the Senate. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
 Senate Bill No. 47 -- Election Laws - As introduced, requires county election 
commission to comply with terms of insurance policy with respect to legal representation and 
certain expenses. - Amends TCA Title 2, Chapter 12. by *Yager. (*HB13 by *Boyd) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 234 -- Campaigns and Campaign Finance - As introduced, requires 
statewide political party campaign committees to pay a registration fee to the registry of election 
finance; clarifies that payment of the fee by one affiliated political campaign committee includes 
any disclosed affiliated committees. - Amends TCA Section 2-10-121. by *Lundberg. (*HB173 
by *Lamberth) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 788 -- Child Custody and Support - As introduced, clarifies the priority 
an employer, person, corporation, or institution must give to all orders of income assignment 
against an individual for child, medical, or spousal support; removes references to the 
Tennessee Judicial Council, which terminated June 30, 2009. - Amends TCA Section 36-5-406 
and Section 36-5-501(j)(2)(A). by *Johnson, *Lundberg. (*HB932 by *Lamberth, *Gant, *Rudder) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 807 -- Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities - As introduced, exempts 
from licensure requirements a person providing direct care services to no more than four people 
receiving services through consumer direction in a Medicaid home and community-based 
services program. - Amends TCA Section 33-2-402 and Section 33-2-403. by *Johnson, 
*Massey, *Haile. (*HB951 by *Lamberth, *Gant, *Howell) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 955 -- Civil Procedure - As introduced, allows a party or non-party 
making a filing with a court to redact portions of a person's social security number, taxpayer 
identification number, birth date, or financial account number or the name of a minor when 
included in the filing. - Amends TCA Section 10-7-504; Title 19; Title 20; Title 21; Title 24; Title 
27 and Title 28. by *Yarbro. (*HB1003 by *Beck) 
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 *Senate Bill No. 1113 -- Election Laws - As introduced, restricts political activity of 
members of the registry of election finance only during the duration of their term rather than 
during their term and one year subsequent to their term. - Amends TCA Section 2-10-203. by 
*Stevens. (HB1487 by *Garrett) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 1241 -- Education, State Board of - As introduced, authorizes the state 
board to extend the six-year period required for the standards review and development 
committees and advisory teams to review the standards for English language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies for a period not to exceed three years. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 1, Part 3. by *Gresham. (*HB737 by *Moody) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 1264 -- Election Laws - As introduced, prohibits a person convicted of 
voter fraud in any state from assisting a person with voting in this state, including early voting 
and by absentee ballot. - Amends TCA Title 2. by *Gresham. (*HB860 by *Shaw) 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 1, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 60, 
167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 
188, 189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 208, 210, 211 and 213; signed by the Speaker. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 4, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the House, Senate Joint Resolution No. 239; 
adopted, for the House's action. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 239 -- Memorials, Death - Marilyn Mandle Dick. by 
*Massey. 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 4, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to transmit to the House, Senate Joint Resolutions Nos. 
231, 232, 233 and 234; adopted, for the House's action. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 231 -- Memorials, Recognition - Employees of Bristol 
Motor Speedway. by *Lundberg, *Bailey, *McNally. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 232 -- Memorials, Recognition - Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce, 110th anniversary. by *Lundberg. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 233 -- Memorials, Death - Larry Harrell. by *Gresham. 
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 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 234 -- Memorials, Recognition - John Knowles. by 
*Dickerson. 
 
 

RESOLUTIONS 
 

 Pursuant to Rule No. 17, the following resolutions were introduced and placed on the 
Consent Calendar for March 7, 2019: 
 
 House Resolution No. 46 -- Memorials, Recognition - Robert Jefferson, Living Legend 
Award. by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 47 -- Memorials, Recognition - Mary Cheers, Living Legends 
Community Conductor Award. by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 48 -- Memorials, Recognition - Bennie Smith, Living Legend 
Award. by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 49 -- Memorials, Recognition - Stan Bell, Moderator for the 2nd 
Annual Living Legend Award Ceremony. by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 50 -- Memorials, Recognition - Bev Johnson, Moderator for the 
2nd Annual Living Legend Award Ceremony. by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 52 -- Memorials, Recognition - Dr. Rachel Grubb. by *Williams. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 254 -- Memorials, Recognition - Tennessee Tree Day, 
March 30, 2019. by *Freeman. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 255 -- Memorials, Recognition - Ajayla Rasin, Miss Black 
Clarksville 2019. by *Hodges. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 256 -- Memorials, Recognition - James Gerald Shores, 
Jr. by *Doggett. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 257 -- Memorials, Death - T.J. Harrison IV. by *Hicks. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 258 -- Memorials, Professional Achievement - Jeff 
Luttrell, 2019 Middle Tennessee Principal of the Year. by *Boyd. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 259 -- Memorials, Retirement - Billy Atkins. by *Johnson 
C. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTIONS 
(Congratulatory and Memorializing) 

 
 Pursuant to Rule No. 17, the resolutions listed were noted as being placed on the 
Consent Calendar for March 7, 2019: 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 231 -- Memorials, Recognition - Employees of Bristol 
Motor Speedway. by *Lundberg. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 232 -- Memorials, Recognition - Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce, 110th anniversary. by *Lundberg. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 233 -- Memorials, Death - Larry Harrell. by *Gresham. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 234 -- Memorials, Recognition - John Knowles. by 
*Dickerson. 

 
 

SENATE BILLS TRANSMITTED 
 
 On motion, the Senate Bills listed below, transmitted to the House, were held on the 
Clerk's desk pending third consideration of the companion House Bill as noted: 
 
 Senate Bill No. 47 -- Election Laws - As introduced, requires county election 
commission to comply with terms of insurance policy with respect to legal representation and 
certain expenses. - Amends TCA Title 2, Chapter 12. by *Yager. (*HB13 by *Boyd) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 234 -- Campaigns and Campaign Finance - As introduced, requires 
statewide political party campaign committees to pay a registration fee to the registry of election 
finance; clarifies that payment of the fee by one affiliated political campaign committee includes 
any disclosed affiliated committees. - Amends TCA Section 2-10-121. by *Lundberg. (*HB173 
by *Lamberth) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 788 -- Child Custody and Support - As introduced, clarifies the priority 
an employer, person, corporation, or institution must give to all orders of income assignment 
against an individual for child, medical, or spousal support; removes references to the 
Tennessee Judicial Council, which terminated June 30, 2009. - Amends TCA Section 36-5-406 
and Section 36-5-501(j)(2)(A). by *Johnson, *Lundberg. (*HB932 by *Lamberth, *Gant, *Rudder) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 807 -- Intellectual & Developmental Disabilities - As introduced, exempts 
from licensure requirements a person providing direct care services to no more than four people 
receiving services through consumer direction in a Medicaid home and community-based 
services program. - Amends TCA Section 33-2-402 and Section 33-2-403. by *Johnson, 
*Massey, *Haile. (*HB951 by *Lamberth, *Gant, *Howell) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 955 -- Civil Procedure - As introduced, allows a party or non-party 
making a filing with a court to redact portions of a person's social security number, taxpayer 
identification number, birth date, or financial account number or the name of a minor when 
included in the filing. - Amends TCA Section 10-7-504; Title 19; Title 20; Title 21; Title 24; Title 
27 and Title 28. by *Yarbro. (*HB1003 by *Beck) 
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 *Senate Bill No. 1113 -- Election Laws - As introduced, restricts political activity of 
members of the registry of election finance only during the duration of their term rather than 
during their term and one year subsequent to their term. - Amends TCA Section 2-10-203. by 
*Stevens. (HB1487 by *Garrett) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 1241 -- Education, State Board of - As introduced, authorizes the state 
board to extend the six-year period required for the standards review and development 
committees and advisory teams to review the standards for English language arts, mathematics, 
science, and social studies for a period not to exceed three years. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 1, Part 3. by *Gresham. (*HB737 by *Moody) 
 
 Senate Bill No. 1264 -- Election Laws - As introduced, prohibits a person convicted of 
voter fraud in any state from assisting a person with voting in this state, including early voting 
and by absentee ballot. - Amends TCA Title 2. by *Gresham. (*HB860 by *Shaw) 
 

 
HOUSE BILLS ON SECOND CONSIDERATION 

 
 On motion, bills listed below passed second consideration and were referred by the 
Speaker to Committee or held on the Clerk's desk as noted: 
 
 *House Bill No. 1501 -- Sumner County -- House Naming, Designating and Private Acts 
Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 1502 -- School Districts, Special -- House Naming, Designating and 
Private Acts Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 1503 -- Putnam County -- House Naming, Designating and Private Acts 
Committee 
 
 

CAPTION BILLS REFERRED 
March 1, 2019 

 
 Pursuant to Rule No. 47, the following Caption Bills 673, 899 and 993 held on the 
Clerk’s desk were referred to the following Committees: 
 
 *House Bill No. 673 -- Insurance Companies, Agents, Brokers, Policies -- House 
Commerce Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 899 -- Taxes, Sales -- House Finance, Ways and Means Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 993 -- County Government -- House Education Committee 
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CAPTION BILLS REFERRED 
March 4, 2019 

 
 Pursuant to Rule No. 47, the following Caption Bills 614, 705 and 734 held on the 
Clerk’s desk were referred to the following Committees: 
 
 *House Bill No. 614 -- Landlord and Tenant -- House Commerce Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 705 -- Criminal Procedure -- House Judiciary Committee 
 
 *House Bill No. 734 -- Health Care -- House Health Committee 
 

 
REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 

 
 The committees that met on March 4, 2019, reported the following: 
 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
 
 The Government Operations Committee recommended for passage: House Bills Nos. 
457, 446 and 437, also House Bill No. 456 with amendments. Under the rules, each was 
transmitted to the Calendar and Rules Committee. 
 
 It further recommended that the following be referred to the Finance, Ways and Means 
Committee: House Bill No. 714, also House Bill No. 1467 with amendments. Pursuant to Rule 
No. 72, each was referred to the Finance, Ways and Means Committee. 
 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

 House Bill No. 428 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the board of physical 
therapy to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29; Title 63, Chapter 13 and Section 
68-1-101.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 428 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 96; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 431 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the board of alcohol and 
drug abuse counselors to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29; Title 63, Chapter 1, 
Part 1 and Title 68, Chapter 24.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 431 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 99; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 433 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the board of occupational 
therapy to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29; Title 63, Chapter 13 and Section 
68-1-101.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 433 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 101; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
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 House Bill No. 434 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the historical commission 
to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 11 and Title 4, Chapter 29.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 434 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 102; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 436 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the information systems 
council to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 4, Chapter 3, Part 55.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 436 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 104; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 438 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the board of osteopathic 
examination to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29; Title 63, Chapter 9 and 
Section 68-1-101.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 438 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 106; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 443 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the Tennessee agricultural 
hall of fame board to June 30, 2027. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 43, Chapter 1, 
Part 6.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 443 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 111; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 449 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the viticulture advisory 
board to June 30, 2027. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 43, Chapter 30.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 449 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 117; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 450 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the wastewater financing 
board to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 221.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 450 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 118; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 
 House Bill No. 458 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the advisory committee for 
children's special services to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, 
Chapter 12.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 458 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 126; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
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 House Bill No. 459 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the genetic advisory 
committee to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 5.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 459 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 127; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 460 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the perinatal advisory 
committee to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 1, Part 8.  
by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 460 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 128; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 461 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the Tennessee medical 
examiner advisory council to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 38, 
Chapter 7.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 461 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 129; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 462 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the traumatic brain injury 
advisory council to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 55.  
by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 462 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 130; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 466 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the air pollution control 
board to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 201.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 466 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 135; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 467 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the board of ground water 
management to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 69, Chapter 10.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 467 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 136; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 470 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the commission on 
firefighting personnel standards and education to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 
24 and Title 4, Chapter 29.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 470 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 139; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
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 House Bill No. 477 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the child care advisory 
council to June 30, 2027. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 477 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 145; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 487 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the southern states energy 
board to June 30, 2027. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 202.  by 
*Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 487 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 155; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 488 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the Southern States 
Nuclear Compact to June 30, 2027. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 68, Chapter 
202.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 488 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 156; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 489 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the standards committee, 
department of human services to June 30, 2025. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 
71, Chapter 3, Part 5.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 489 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 158; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 House Bill No. 490 -- Sunset Laws - As introduced, extends the standards committee, 
department of children's services to June 30, 2024. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29 and Title 
37, Chapter 5, Part 5.  by *Daniel. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 490 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 157; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 *House Bill No. 202 -- Municipal Government - As introduced, requires online training 
and continuing education providers for municipal utility board commissioners to provide a 
certificate of completion or attendance that must be submitted by the commissioner to the 
municipality upon the completion of required training; requires the municipality to keep the 
certificate of completion or attendance for six years. - Amends TCA Section 7-34-115.  by 
*Vaughan, *White . 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 202 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 430; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 *House Bill No. 1194 -- Local Education Agencies - As introduced, requires a board of 
education to allow a student who is the dependent child of a member of the United States 
armed forces and who does not reside within the boundaries of the school district to enroll in a 
public school within the school district under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 6.  by *Wright, *White , *Russell, *Ramsey, *Moon. 
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 *House Bill No. 87 -- Naming and Designating - As introduced, designates the week 
beginning on the first Sunday in April as Financial Literacy Week in Tennessee. - Amends TCA 
Title 15, Chapter 2.  by *Zachary. 
 
 On motion, House Bill No. 87 was made to conform with Senate Bill No. 233; the 
Senate Bill was substituted for the House Bill. 
 
 *House Bill No. 170 -- Ethics - As introduced, removes term limits for members of the 
Tennessee ethics commission; extends time for the general assembly to confirm appointees to 
the commission from 30 to 90 days. - Amends TCA Section 3-6-103.  by *Zachary. 
 
 House Resolution No. 19 -- Memorials, Recognition - Order of Elks, National Civil 
Liberties Annual Summit.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 20 -- Memorials, Recognition - President Ronald Reagan.  by 
*Sexton C. 
 
 House Resolution No. 21 -- Memorials, Recognition - Terry Roland, Living Legend 
Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 22 -- Memorials, Recognition - Linda Nettles Harris, Living 
Legend Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 23 -- Memorials, Recognition - Charlotte T. Smith, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 24 -- Memorials, Recognition - Harriet Tubman.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 25 -- Memorials, Recognition - Tom Lee.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 26 -- Memorials, Recognition - Gregory Grant, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 27 -- Memorials, Recognition - Myrtle Malone, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 28 -- Memorials, Recognition - A C Wharton, Living Legend 
Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 29 -- Memorials, Recognition - Mayor Lee Harris, Living Legend 
Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 30 -- Memorials, Recognition - Joris Ray, Living Legend Award.  
by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 31 -- Memorials, Recognition - Willie Herenton, Living Legend 
Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 32 -- Memorials, Recognition - Mayor Jim Strickland, Living 
Legend Award.  by *Cooper. 
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 House Resolution No. 33 -- Memorials, Recognition - Beverly Robertson, Living 
Legend Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 34 -- Memorials, Recognition - Ronald Kent, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 35 -- Memorials, Recognition - Sheriff Floyd Bonner, Jr., Living 
Legend Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 36 -- Memorials, Recognition - Mayor Terry Jones, Living 
Legend Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 37 -- Memorials, Recognition - Freda G. Williams, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 38 -- Memorials, Recognition - Carol Coletta, Living Legend 
Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 39 -- Memorials, Recognition - Ruby Payne, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 40 -- Memorials, Recognition - Lisa Akbari, Living Legend 
Community Involvement Harriet "Moses" Tubman Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 41 -- Memorials, Recognition - Rufus Jones, Living Legends 
Special Honorary Harriet Tubman Conductors Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 42 -- Memorials, Recognition - Edmund Ford, Sr., Living 
Legends Leadership Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 43 -- Memorials, Recognition - Laurice Smith, Living Legends 
Special Honorary Harriet Tubman Conductors Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 44 -- Memorials, Recognition - Wiley Henry, Living Legends 
Leadership Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 House Resolution No. 45 -- Memorials, Recognition - Dr. Vincent Hunter, Living 
Legends Leadership Award.  by *Cooper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 234 -- Memorials, Recognition - Laura Bien-Musgrave.  
by *Whitson. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 235 -- Memorials, Death - Kenneth Melton.  by *Moon, 
*Ramsey. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 236 -- Memorials, Personal Occasion - Eleanor Baugh 
Hardin, 100th birthday.  by *Tillis, *Marsh. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 237 -- Memorials, Sports - Shaq Mason.  by *Cepicky, 
*Curcio. 
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 *House Joint Resolution No. 238 -- Memorials, Sports - Pigeon Forge High School, 
2019 state wrestling champion.  by *Carr, *Farmer. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 239 -- Memorials, Recognition - YWCA Greater Memphis, 
22nd Annual Benefit Luncheon.  by *Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 240 -- Memorials, Recognition - Richard A. Dennis, Sr.  
by *Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 241 -- Memorials, Recognition - Calvin Drew.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 242 -- Memorials, Recognition - Yvonne Kent.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 243 -- Memorials, Recognition - Gregory L. Dodson.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 244 -- Memorials, Recognition - E. Yvonne Joyce.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 245 -- Memorials, Recognition - Leslie Jones.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 246 -- Memorials, Recognition - Lois Everett.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 247 -- Memorials, Recognition - Damein Kirkwood.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 248 -- Memorials, Recognition - Carolyn Toney.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 249 -- Memorials, Recognition - Fred Martin.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 250 -- Memorials, Recognition - Leonard J. Polk, Jr.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 251 -- Memorials, Recognition - Order of Elks, National 
Civil Liberties Annual Summit.  by *Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 252 -- Memorials, Recognition - Margaret D. Scott.  by 
*Camper. 
 
 *House Joint Resolution No. 253 -- Memorials, Recognition - Robdarius "RobenX" 
Brown.  by *Camper. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 212 -- Memorials, Death - James "Jim" Whitworth 
Pinkerton.  by *Yager. 
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 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 214 -- Memorials, Professional Achievement - 
Commissioner Marie Williams, National Council for Behavioral Health 2019 Excellence in 
Advocacy Individual Achievement Award.  by *Massey, *Crowe, *Akbari, *Bailey, *Bell, 
*Bowling, *Briggs, *Dickerson, *Gardenhire, *Gilmore, *Gresham, *Haile, *Hensley, *Jackson, 
*Johnson, *Kelsey, *Kurita, *Kyle, *Lundberg, *Niceley, *Pody, *Reeves, *Roberts, *Robinson, 
*Stevens, *Swann, *Watson, *White, *Yager, *Yarbro, *McNally. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 215 -- Memorials, Recognition - Jennifer Houston.  by 
*Bell, *Bailey, *Gresham, *McNally. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 217 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Zach Walker, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 218 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Grant Busler, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 219 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Justice Upp, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 220 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Ben Gall, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 221 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Isaiah Carroll, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 222 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Grant Hay, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 223 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Mitchell 
Young, Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 224 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Evan Pierce, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 225 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Bradley Holt, 
Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 226 -- Memorials, Personal Achievement - Geovanni 
Bonanno, Eagle Scout.  by *Southerland. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 228 -- Memorials, Recognition - City of Lewisburg, 14th 
Most Dynamic Micropolitan.  by *Reeves. 

 
OBJECTION--CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
 Objections were filed to the following on the Consent Calendar: 
 
 House Resolution No. 20: by Rep. Stewart 
 
 House Resolution No. 31: by Rep. Holt 
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 House Resolution No. 32: by Rep. Holt 
 
 House Resolution No. 35: by Rep. Holt 
 
 House Resolution No. 19: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Resolution No. 26: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 240: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 241: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 242: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 243: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 244: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 245: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 246: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 247: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 248: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 249: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 250: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 251: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 House Joint Resolution No. 252: by Rep. C. Sexton 
 
 Under the rules,  House Resolution Nos. 20, 31, 32, 35, 19, 26,  House Joint Resolution 
Nos. 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 247, 248, 249, 250, 251 and 252 were placed at the 
heel of the calendar for March 11, 2019. 
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 Pursuant to Rule No. 50, Rep. Zachary moved that all House Bills having companion 
Senate Bills and are on the Clerk's desk be conformed and substituted for the appropriate 
House Bill, all Senate Joint Resolutions confirming appointments on the Clerk’s desk be 
substituted for House Joint Resolutions confirming the same appointments, all Senate and 
House Bills on the Consent Calendar be passed on third and final consideration, all House 
Resolutions and House Joint Resolutions be adopted, and all Senate Joint Resolutions on the 
Consent Calendar be concurred in, which motion prevailed by the following vote: 
 
 Ayes ........................................................................................... 93 
 Noes ............................................................................................. 0 
 Present and not voting .................................................................. 2 
 
 Representatives voting aye were: Baum, Beck, Boyd, Bricken, Byrd, Calfee, Camper, 
Carter, Cepicky, Chism, Clemmons, Cochran, Coley, Cooper, Crawford, Curcio, Daniel, 
DeBerry, Dixie, Dunn, Eldridge, Faison, Farmer, Freeman, Gant, Garrett, Hakeem, Halford, Hall, 
Haston, Hawk, Hazlewood, Helton, Hicks, Hill M, Hill T, Hodges, Holsclaw, Holt, Howell, Hulsey, 
Hurt, Jernigan, Johnson C, Johnson G, Keisling, Kumar, Lafferty, Lamar, Lamberth, 
Leatherwood, Littleton, Love, Lynn, Miller, Mitchell, Moody, Moon, Ogles, Parkinson, Potts, 
Powell, Powers, Ragan, Ramsey, Reedy, Rudd, Rudder, Russell, Sanderson, Sexton C, Sexton 
J, Sherrell, Smith, Sparks, Staples, Stewart, Terry, Thompson, Tillis, Todd, Towns, Travis, Van 
Huss, Vaughan, Weaver, White, Whitson, Williams, Windle, Wright, Zachary, Mr. Speaker 
Casada--93 
 
 Representatives present and not voting were: Doggett, Shaw--2 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 

 
 

REQUEST TO CHANGE VOTE 
 
 Pursuant to Rule No. 31, the following member desires to change their original stand 
from "present and not voting" to "aye" on Consent Calendar and have this statement entered in 
the Journal: Rep. Doggett.  
 
 Pursuant to Rule No. 31, the following members desire to change their original stand 
from "not voting" to "aye" on Consent Calendar and have this statement entered in the Journal: 
Reps. Marsh and Carr. 
 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

BILL REFERRED 
 

 Rep. Lamberth moved that House Bill No. 239 be referred to the Finance, Ways & 
Means Committee, which motion prevailed. 
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RULES SUSPENDED 
 
 Rep. Lamberth moved that the rules be suspended for the purpose of introducing House 
Resolution No. 51 out of order, which motion prevailed. 
 
 House Resolution No. 51 -- Lottery, Charitable - Approves 2019-2020 annual gaming 
events by the house of representatives.  by *Lamberth. 
 
 On motion, the rules were suspended for the immediate consideration of the resolution. 
 
 Rep. Lamberth moved adoption of House Resolution No. 51, which motion prevailed by 
the following vote: 
 
 Ayes ........................................................................................... 91 
 Noes ............................................................................................. 0 
 
 Representatives voting aye were: Baum, Beck, Boyd, Bricken, Byrd, Calfee, Carr, 
Carter, Cepicky, Chism, Clemmons, Cochran, Coley, Cooper, Crawford, Curcio, Daniel, 
DeBerry, Dixie, Doggett, Dunn, Eldridge, Faison, Farmer, Freeman, Gant, Garrett, Griffey, 
Hakeem, Halford, Hall, Haston, Hawk, Hazlewood, Helton, Hicks, Hill M, Hill T, Hodges, 
Holsclaw, Holt, Howell, Hulsey, Hurt, Jernigan, Johnson C, Keisling, Kumar, Lafferty, Lamberth, 
Leatherwood, Littleton, Lynn, Marsh, Miller, Mitchell, Moody, Moon, Ogles, Parkinson, Potts, 
Powell, Powers, Ragan, Ramsey, Reedy, Rudd, Rudder, Russell, Sanderson, Sexton C, Sexton 
J, Shaw, Sherrell, Smith, Sparks, Terry, Thompson, Tillis, Todd, Towns, Travis, Van Huss, 
Vaughan, Weaver, White, Whitson, Windle, Wright, Zachary, Mr. Speaker Casada--91 
 
 House Resolution No. 51, having received a vote in the affirmative by two-thirds of the 
members elected to the Tennessee House of Representatives of the One Hundred Eleventh 
General Assembly, was declared adopted. 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 
 
 

RULES SUSPENDED 
 
 Rep. Wright moved that the rules be suspended for the immediate consideration of 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 239 out of order, which motion prevailed. 
 
 *Senate Joint Resolution No. 239 -- Memorials, Death - Marilyn Mandle Dick.  by 
*Massey. 
 
 On motion of Rep. Wright, the resolution was concurred in. 
 
 A motion to reconsider was tabled. 
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BILL RE-REFERRED 
 

 Pursuant to Rule No. 83(2), the following bill, having been returned to the Clerk’s desk, 
was re-referred to the following Committee by the Speaker: 
 
House Bill No. 247 -- State Government -- House State Committee 

 
 

SPONSORS ADDED 
 

 Under Rule No. 43, the following members were permitted to add their names as 
sponsors as indicated below, the prime sponsor of each having agreed to such addition: 
 
House Resolution No. 20 Reps. Lynn, White, Marsh, Calfee, Baum, Carr, Bricken, Crawford, 
T. Hill, Todd, Smith, Terry, Boyd, Vaughan, Carter, Ogles, Hall, Hicks, Zachary, Daniel, Lafferty, 
Travis, Curcio, Moon, Halford, Dunn, Rudd, M. Hill, Ragan, Van Huss, Hulsey, Haston, Williams, 
Hazlewood, Powers, Sherrell, Howell, Byrd and Moody as prime sponsors. 
 
House Bill No. 37 Reps. G. Johnson, Ogles, Jernigan, Zachary and Dixie as prime sponsors. 
 
House Bill No. 77 Rep. Tillis as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 104 Rep. Griffey as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 146 Rep. T. Hill as prime sponsor. 

 
House Bill No. 274 Rep. Love as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 340 Reps. Cepicky and Crawford as prime sponsors. 

 
House Bill No. 416 Reps. Rudder, Hall, Carr and Byrd as prime sponsors. 
 
House Bill No. 514 Rep. Clemmons as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 519 Reps. G. Johnson, DeBerry, Love, Whitson, Ramsey, Carr, Doggett, 
Calfee, Tillis, Weaver, Sparks, Hurt, Russell, Byrd, Casada and Cepicky as prime sponsors. 
 
House Bill No. 603 Rep. White as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 696 Rep. T. Hill as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 707 Rep. G. Johnson as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 716 Rep. Ragan as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 780 Reps. Hall, Parkinson, Coley, Thompson, Leatherwood, Miller, White, 
Towns, Chism, Lamar, Smith, Crawford, Ragan, T. Hill, Hicks, Whitson, Shaw, Carr, Doggett, 
Moon, Byrd, Russell, Calfee, Tillis, Cepicky, Weaver, Sparks, Hurt and G. Johnson as prime 
sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 793 Rep. Love as prime sponsor. 
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House Bill No. 937 Reps. Whitson, Shaw, Ramsey, Carr, Doggett, Moon, Calfee, Cepicky, 
Weaver, Tillis, Sparks, Hurt, Russell, Ogles, Byrd, C. Sexton and Casada as prime sponsors. 
 
House Bill No. 940 Rep. White as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 942 Rep. Love as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 946 Rep. Boyd as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 973 Rep. Doggett as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 993 Rep. Zachary as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 1151 Rep. Griffey as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 1154 Rep. White as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 1242 Rep. White as prime sponsor. 
 
House Bill No. 1340 Rep. Griffey as prime sponsor. 

 
 

SPONSORS REMOVED 
 

 On Motion, Rep. Griffey was removed as sponsor of House Bill No. 340. 
 

 
REPORT OF CHIEF ENGROSSING CLERK 

March 4, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Chief Engrossing Clerk begs leave to report that we have 
transmitted to the Governor the following: House Bills Nos. 68, 90 and 131;  House Joint 
Resolutions Nos. 60, 167, 168, 169, 170, 171, 173, 174, 175, 176, 177, 178, 179, 180, 181, 
182, 183, 184, 185, 187, 188, 189, 190, 192, 193, 194, 208, 210, 211 and 213; for his action. 

 
GREG GLASS, Chief Engrossing Clerk 

 
ENROLLED BILLS 

March 4, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: Your Chief Engrossing Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
compared House Bills Nos. 166 and 999; and find same correctly enrolled and ready for the 
signatures of the Speakers. 

 
GREG GLASS, Chief Engrossing Clerk 
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ENROLLED BILLS 
March 4, 2019 

 
 MR. SPEAKER: Your Chief Engrossing Clerk begs leave to report that we have carefully 
compared House Joint Resolutions Nos. 166, 214, 215, 217 and 218; and find same correctly 
enrolled and ready for the signatures of the Speakers. 

 
GREG GLASS, Chief Engrossing Clerk 

 
SIGNED 

March 4, 2019 
 

  The Speaker announced that he had signed the following: House Joint Resolutions Nos. 
166, 214, 215, 217 and 218.  

 
GREG GLASS, Chief Engrossing Clerk 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

March 4, 2019 
 

 MR. SPEAKER: I am directed to return to the House, House Joint Resolutions Nos. 166, 
214, 215, 217 and 218; signed by the Speaker. 

 
RUSSELL A. HUMPHREY, Chief Clerk 

 
 

ROLL CALL 
 
 The roll call was taken with the following results: 
 
 Present ....................................................................................... 98 
 
 Representatives present were Baum, Beck, Boyd, Bricken, Byrd, Calfee, Camper, Carr, 
Carter, Cepicky, Chism, Clemmons, Cochran, Coley, Cooper, Crawford, Curcio, Daniel, 
DeBerry, Dixie, Doggett, Dunn, Eldridge, Faison, Farmer, Freeman, Gant, Garrett, Griffey, 
Hakeem, Halford, Hall, Haston, Hawk, Hazlewood, Helton, Hicks, Hill M, Hill T, Hodges, 
Holsclaw, Holt, Howell, Hulsey, Hurt, Jernigan, Johnson C, Johnson G, Keisling, Kumar, 
Lafferty, Lamar, Lamberth, Leatherwood, Littleton, Love, Lynn, Marsh, Miller, Mitchell, Moody, 
Moon, Ogles, Parkinson, Potts, Powell, Powers, Ragan, Ramsey, Reedy, Rudd, Rudder, 
Russell, Sanderson, Sexton C, Sexton J, Shaw, Sherrell, Smith, Sparks, Staples, Stewart, 
Terry, Thompson, Tillis, Todd, Towns, Travis, Van Huss, Vaughan, Weaver, White, Whitson, 
Williams, Windle, Wright, Zachary, Mr. Speaker Casada -- 98 
 
 

RECESS 
 
 On motion of Rep. Lamberth, pursuant to House Joint Resolution No. 7 the House stood 
in a brief recess prior to joining the Senate in Joint Convention to hear Governor Lee’s State of 
the State Address at the conclusion of which the House stood in recess until 9:00 a.m., 
Thursday, March 7, 2019. 
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IN JOINT CONVENTION 
STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 

MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 
 

 The hour having arrived, set by House Joint Resolution No. 7, the Senate met with the 
House in Joint Convention for the purpose of hearing the State of the State Address from 
Governor Bill Lee. 
 
 The Joint Convention was called to order by Mr. Speaker McNally, President of the Joint 
Convention. 
 
 On motion of Senator Johnson, the roll call of the Senate was dispensed with. 
 
 On motion of Representative Lamberth, the roll call for the House was dispensed with. 
 
 

PRESENT IN CHAMBER 
 
 Rep. Hardaway was recorded as being present in the Chamber. 
 
 
 Thereupon, the Clerk of the Senate read House Joint Resolution No. 7, authorizing the 
Joint Convention. 
 
 Senator Johnson moved that the President of the Joint Convention appoint a Committee 
composed of five members from the Senate and five members from the House of 
Representatives to notify the Governor that the Joint Convention is in session and awaiting his 
arrival. 
 
 Mr. President McNally appointed Senators Akbari, Haile, Hensley, Stevens, Watson; 
Representatives Beck, C. Sexton, Lamberth, Russell and Marsh. Senator Watson served as 
Chair of the Committee. 
 
 

BRIEF RECESS 
 

 Without objection, Mr. President McNally moved that the Joint Convention stand in 
recess pending the arrival of Governor Bill Lee. 
 

 
 Mr. President McNally relinquished the gavel to Mr. Speaker Casada.  
 
 

RECESS EXPIRED 
 

 The recess having expired, the Joint Convention was called to order by Mr. President 
Casada. 
 
 Mr. President Casada recognized Senator Watson at the entrance of the House 
Chamber, who stated “Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, it is the honor of your Committee to present 
his Excellency, Bill Lee, Governor of Tennessee.” 
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 Mr. President Casada asked the Committee to escort Governor Bill Lee to the podium. 
 
 Mr. President Casada stated, “Members of the General Assembly, it is my distinguished 
honor to present to you the Honorable Bill Lee, Governor of the Great State of Tennessee.” 
 

 
STATE OF THE STATE ADDRESS 

BY GOVERNOR BILL LEE 
TENNESSEE CAN LEAD THE NATION 

MARCH 4, 2019 

 

Lieutenant Governor McNally, Speaker Casada, Speaker Pro Tem Haile, Speaker Pro 
Tem Dunn, Members of the 111th General Assembly, Justices, Constitutional Officers, 
friends, family, guests, fellow Tennesseans: 
 
Tennessee’s voters and its constitution have given me the responsibility of delivering this 
address evaluating where we are as a state and recommending action to make us even 
better. 
 
I am truly grateful for this opportunity to serve, and it is my high honor to be here tonight.  
 
There's a scripture that encourages us to consider others as more important than 
ourselves. 
 
And before I begin tonight, I’d like to acknowledge the woman in my life who embodies that 
most, my wife and the first Lady of Tennessee, Maria. 

 
You and I have a First Lady who is deeply committed to serving this state purposefully as 
she challenges me every day to likewise govern with purpose. 
 
Thank you, Maria. I love you. 
 
And let me say welcome to our Cabinet, and to our staff; you’re doing a remarkable job and 
you make us all very proud. 
 
The year that my oldest daughter turned 16, Jessica and I took a father-daughter trip for her 
birthday. We had both been through some very challenging and tramatic personal 
experiences and we decided to do something that would be "overcoming." 
 
So we travelled to the Grand Teton National Park and we decided to climb one of the tallest 
mountains in the country. 
 
It's a difficult and technical climb, and we had to train for months  both physically and mentally. 
 
The apex of our trip would take us to 14,000 feet above sea level. In our first day we were to 
hike to 11,000 feet to spend the night. 

 
As we approached the basecamp, our guide, probably sensing my nervousness, he pulled 
me aside and he said something very important. 
 



MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 -- SIXTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY 

670 
 

He said, “You need to make a decision that you’re going to make this climb before you get to 
the base camp. 
 
“Because when you get there you’re going to look up at the Grand Teton, and it’ll look like a 
massive granite spire that sticks straight up higher than you ever imagined, and you’ll feel very 
intimidated. 
 
“If you have any, even the tiniest doubt in your mind that you can do it as you’re hiking up 
there, then once you stand at the base camp tonight and look up, you’ll be convinced that 
you can’t possibly climb that thing.” 
 
He told me I needed to decide right then and there whether I was going to finish that climb. 
 
I did decide, and we did finish, and let me tell you, it’s like everything that’s difficult, the view 
from the top was well worth the climb. 
 
As a state, our challenges, too, are difficult, and the climb will require great effort, but 
Tennessee is a remarkable place, with remarkable people. 
 
Now, I think we can all agree that while very important things happen in the halls of 
government, it is actually what happens outside of this place that makes Tennessee truly 
great. 
 
Nearly every Friday since we took office, Maria and I have gone out of this 
building to meet people in their communities to learn about what reallly makes our 
state work. 
 
We met with soybean farmers in Lauderdale County who navigate the flooding Mississippi 
water to pull in a harvest and carry on our proud agricultural tradition. 
 
We met a third-grade teacher in North Nashville who works overtime to ensure her kids are 
reading at grade level and that they continue to lead the Nation in achievements.  
 
We met a small business owner in Jamestown who employs neighbors and keeps the 
backbone of the Tennessee economy running strong. 
 
And so, as a lifelong Tennessean myself, when I reflect on our state and I see her people, 
I’m filled with pride. 
 
So, to our elected leaders in this room and the many Tennesseans watching from their 
homes, I am proud to report after seeing with my own eyes: the state of our state is hopeful, 
and prosperous, and strong. 
 
God has truly blessed us – our economy is growing, our schools are improving, our 
natural resources are abundant and beautiful; indeed, we are the envy of many states. 
 
But while our prosperity should be celebrated, it should not be taken for granted, for it was 
not granted to us. 
 
Our prosperity has been hard won. From the first settlers in the 1790’s to the leaders of past 
and present, many have contributed to the success that we now enjoy. 
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Our military veterans living, and those remembered, deserve the most honored place among 
those that we thank for where we are today. 
 
We recognize the service of our heroes, and I'd like to talk for just a minute about one 
family in particular who has embodied that service and that sacrifice. 
 
U.S. Navy Lieutenant Richard C. “Tito” Lannom of Union City was reported missing as of 
March 1, 1968 during the Vietnam War. 
 
The Obion County native was assigned to Attack Squadron Three Five aboard the USS 
Enterprise aircraft carrier and was on an A-6A aircraft on a night mission over North Vietnam. 
 
Like many, Tito did not come back. 
 
Lannom and the pilot were declared missing after a search and rescue mission failed to 
locate their plane. 
 
He was 27-years old. 
 
In 2017, the Vietnamese excavated a crash site on Tra Ban Island and were able ultimately 
to identify Lannom in last September. 
 
This past weekend, our state had a memorial service for him. 
 
After more than 50 years, Lieutenant Lannom’s final resting place is home, on Tennessee 
soil, where he belongs. 
 
Please join me in pausing to remember Lt. Lannom and the sacrifice that Tito and so many 
others have made for our country in a moment of silence.  
 
And now, please join me in recognizing the family of Lt. Tito Lannom who has come from 
across Tennessee to be with us – thank you for all your sacrifices and for being here tonight. 
 
Indeed, this is a remarkable state with remarkable people, but past success should not be 
taken for granted and future success should not be assumed. 
 
We can be glad for the things that have been done that have brought us to this point, but we 
must also recognize that new accomplishments will be required from the leaders of today if we 
are to reach our full potential tomorrow. 
 
Maybe the key question before us is whether we will stay here and enjoy the view from this far 
up the mountain, or we will push ahead to new heights and new prosperity. 
 
My encouragement to you – to all of us – is that we press ahead. 
 
A stronger education system; a better prepared workforce; a system of justice that lives up to its 
name; and safer neighborhoods all across our state. 
 
These and more goals are within our reach if we unite behind a common vision. 
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In addition to delivering this address, I also have the task of proposing to you a state budget. 
 
By God’s favor our state is in a strong financial position, and I believe that my proposed 
budget reflects that. 
 
Managing a budget is one of the most important jobs that government has, and proposing 
a fiscally responsible budget is one of the most important jobs that I have as Governor. 
 
And as a conservative businessman, I know that a good budget needs to pay for what we 
need, take on zero long-term debt, and most importantly, save for a rainy day. 
 
As our state continues to grow, we are committed to remaining among one of the most 
fiscally sound and best managed states in America. 
 
We live in prosperous days, but it’s precisely during these times when we must build up 
our storehouses for when times may not be as good. 
 
And for that reason, I am particularly proud of this: in my budget, we are making the largest 
single contribution to our Rainy Day Fund in the state’s history. 
 
When this budget is implemented, our Rainy Day Fund will be $1.1 billion – the largest it 
has ever been in real dollars.  
 
This budget is fiscally conservative and it stays within the Copeland Cap, which as you in 
this room know, is in our state’s constitution as a guardrail against out-of-control 
government spending. 
 
I have said many times that Tennessee can and should lead the nation, and this budget will 
help us do that. 
 
In particular, there are four things in my budget and legislative agenda that I believe we must 
do if the goal to lead the nation is to become a reality. 
 
First, Tennessee must deliver a world class education, and that education must be aligned with 
the needs of the job creators of today and of the future.  
 
To accomplish that, our students need more guidance, our teachers and our principals 
need more support, and our parents need more choices. 
 
I’ve spoken often about the four out of ten students who will not attend college in this state. 
 
For them, we must vastly strengthen our vocational, and technical, and agricultural educational 
offerings to make sure that they are career-ready. 
 
After 35 years in the private sector, I know the job market can change quickly and 
education must stay in sync with industry. 
 
When companies like Google, and Apple, and IBM no longer require a college degree for 
many high-skilled jobs, we know that we need to think differently about how we approach 
preparing our kids for success. 
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Elementary and middle schools need to begin skills training earlier and, from top to bottom, high 
school needs to look a lot different. 
 
In that spirit, I’m proposing the Governor’s Investment in Vocational Education – the GIVE Act. 
 
The GIVE Act is a $25 million investment to increase the number of young people earning 
an industry certification and entering a career within one year of high school. 
 
Another one of our goals is to put Tennessee in the top half of states for technology sector 
job creation by 2022. 
 
And to that end, I announce the Future Workforce Initiative, a $4 million effort to increase 
science, technology, engineering and math – STEM – training in our K-12 schools. 
 
The Future Workforce Initiative will add 100 new CTE programs, grow the number of teachers 
qualified to teach work-based learning and computer science classes, and will expand access to 
AP courses and early postsecondary options for high schoolers. 
 
We are also investing in agricultural education by allocating new recurring funding for both 4-H 
and FFA programs. 
 
These programs and other educational programs like them are so important, and it 
takes the work of dedicated teachers and principals to make sure that our students are 
being well prepared. 
 
One such teacher is Dan Smith from Dyer County and he’s an example of the thousands 
of dedicated teachers we are fortunate to have in this state. 
 
Dan, a horticulture and agriculture teacher at Dyer County High School, is a former 
agriculture Teacher of the Year because of his exemplary work with students. 
 
He has coordinated massive plant sales, integrated master gardeners, and landscaped his 
entire school, and that is just the beginning. 
 
He’s a pillar in his community. He embodies the term – Agricultural Education. 
 
He is with us here today and I want you to join mke, representing teachers all across this state, 
thanking him for his years of dedicated work to improve the lives of the students of Tennessee. 
Thank you Dan, please stand.  
 
Many students will go to college, and for that group we want to provide world-class 
higher education options across our state. 
 
We must continue to invest in our outcomes-based and outcomes-focused approach to 
funding higher education, which is why we have set aside $34 million new dollars in this 
budget to fully fund our higher education institutions. 
 
We will also invest more than $12 million in financial aid to add nearly 7,000 students in need 
to those that we help attend college or obtain a certificate here in Tennessee. 
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We are also adding resources to help prepare disadvantaged students for college, so they can 
best take advantage of the opportunities they earn. 
 
We’re making CTE a major priority, but we also want to do other things well. 
 
I fundamentally believe that every child ought to have access to a great, traditional public 
school. 
 
And so even as we consider expanding options in this state, we must redouble our efforts to 
make sure that public schools in Tennessee are well-resourced and that Tennessee 
teachers and principals are the best and most celebrated in the business. 
 
First and foremost, we are fully funding the Basic Education Program, and we’re 
recommending $71 million for a well-deserved 2.5% pay raise for teachers. 
 
Additionally, to support educators and school leaders, we are proposing investments in 
the professional development of rural principals and expansion of the Rural Principal 
Network. 
 
In response to the increasing needs of our lowest-performing 5% of schools, we are investing 
$5 million into improving student and teacher support in our priority schools. 
 
Across our state, we have leaders and qualified educators who are making the sacrifice to 
serve on local school boards to bring their ideas to the table. 
 
Later this month, I will send a letter to every school board member and superintendent in this 
state, seeking their input on what is working and what should still be done to make Tennessee 
the home of the best public schools in America. 
 
To those of you listening today, please know that I look forward to personally reading 
your individual responses. 
 
In my budget, I propose a three-year pilot program to provide critical student support services to 
high school students in our ever-important rural distressed fifteen counties. 
 
These funds will be matched by private donations and will allow us to provide meaningful 
support while also measuring the positive effects of this pilot program for rural Tennessee. 
 
I have often said that education is about more than a test score, but test scores can provide 
valuable data to both teachers and students when used properly. 
 
Later this month, tens of thousands of students will be completing their end of course testing to 
help ensure that they are receiving the highest quality education that they deserve. 
 
There has been a lot of frustration around the administration of this test in this state for the last 
couple of years, and I share that frustration. 
 
My Commissioner of Education is working tirelessly to prepare for this year’s test, to minimize 
challenges, but more importantly work tirelessly to finalize the procurement process for selecting 
a new test vendor for next year and beyond. 
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So, while the execution must get better, we must remain committed to the notion that you 
can’t improve what you don’t measure. 
 
Going forward, our focus will be on executing a testing regimen that is trustworthy, that’s 
helpful, and that is on time. 
 
Now, whatever else happens in the classroom, the safety of our studentd and of our teachers 
is paramount for my administration and for all of our elected leaders. 
 
For that reason, I am asking the legislature to join with me to fund an additional $30 million 
investment in our school safety fund and to prioritize the districts with schools who 
currently have no school resource officers on duty. 
 
Together, we can make sure that every school is a safer place for our children. 
 
In my inaugural address, I said that Tennesseans would have to be bold, courageous, and 
strong in the face of our greatest challenges. 
 
One of those challenges is closing the gap between the quality of education offered to 
students regardless of their zip code. 
 
Tennessee has led the nation with important K-12 education reforms over the last decade, and 
we have seen the payoff: our student outcomes have been among the fastest improving in the 
nation. 
 
But sustained improvement requires constant innovation, and we must keep looking for the 
next game-changer. 
 
Parents need more choices with respect to the education of their children and those 
options should be well-funded and highly accountable. 
 
Students have different needs and abilities, and our education system should reflect that 
diversity as best as possible. 
 
I believe highly accountable public charter schools are a great model for expanding choice 
without sacrificing quality, and I’ve seen firsthand how they can dramatically impact the life and 
trajectory of a student. 
 
In my budget, we are doubling the amount of public charter school facility funding and I will 
support legislation this year that makes it easier to open good charter schools and easier to 
close bad ones. 
 
But we should do even more. 
 
Nearly one in three students born into poverty does not finish high school in Tennessee, 
and a child that doesn’t finish high school is more likely to stay in poverty. 
 
Low-income students deserve the same opportunities as every other kid in this state, and we 
will need a bold plan that will help level the playing field. 
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We need to challenge the status quo, and increase competition, and not slow down until every 
student in Tennessee has access to a great education. 
 
We’re not going get big results in our struggling schools by nibbling around the edges. 

That is why we need Education Savings Accounts in Tennessee this year. 

ESAs will enable low-income students from the most under-performing school districts to 
attend an independent school of their choice at no cost to their family. 
 
Now the greatest concern about programs like this is that it will take money away from public 
schools, but my ESA plan will invest at least $25 million new dollars in public schools in the first 
year to fill the gap when a student transfers to another school. 
 
My ESA plan will strengthen public schools and provide choices for parents at the same time. 
 
Creating competition will provide a new incentive for schools to improve and provide 
new opportunities for thousands of students. 
 
Members of the legislature: now is the time. 
 
Let’s make this the year that every student in Tennessee has a chance at a great education, 
no matter where they live. 
 
Another important issue in education is curriculum. 
 
We should continue to root out the influence of Common Core everywhere we find it in our 
state, but there is another issue we should be mindful of as well. 
 
During the past two years of this campaign, on the campaign trail I was constantly asked 
about civics and character education. 
 
At face value, this seems like a small issue. 
 
However, in the last year it was reported that young people between the ages of 18 and 29 in 
this country have a more favorable view of socialism than capitalism. 
 
And last week I read about a recent study that said in 49 of 50 states a majority of 
residents would fail a U.S. citizenship test. 
 
I can’t help but feel that these two statistics are related. 
 
President Reagan said that freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction. 
 
This demands answering an obvious question; how will our children know of our cherished 
American values if we don’t teach them? 
 
We all desire a more perfect union, but we cannot expect future generations to build upon 
the incredible progress our country has made if we fail to teach them the history and values 
that made it possible. 
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So, let me say this: whatever may be going on in other states or even going on in our 
nation’s Capital, in this state, our children will be taught civics education, character 
formation, and unapologetic American exceptionalism. 
 
We are beginning that effort by creating the governor’s civics instructional seal which will 
recognize schools that excel at teaching civics education. 
 
I said there are four things we must do to lead the nation. First, we must build a better 
education system. The other three are not going to be quite this long. Second, we must build a 
criminal justice system that is tough, and smart, and above all, just. 
 
For decades, this country has been too willing to fight crime on the surface alone – “lock ‘em 
up and throw away the key.” 
 
Now, in more ways than one, we are paying the price for that. 
 
Tennessee is currently incarcerating more people for longer than we ever have and 
the population in our county jails is growing daily. 
 
In fact, at the bottom of this hill begins the most incarcerated zip code in America. 
 
Incarceration has a generational impact. 
 
Children with an incarcerated parent are at greater risk of being incarcerated 
themselves. And besides the human cost, there’s the actual cost.  
 
Incarcerating an adult in Tennessee costs $28,000 dollars a year of tax-payer money. 
Incarcerating a juvenile can cost many times more than that. 
 
And for all the trouble and cost, what are our criminal justice outcomes? 
Violent crime is up. Recidivism is high. Jails are full and struggling to make 
ends meet. 
 
Let me be clear, the punishment for violent crime must be swift and severe, but we also must 
get better at helping those who will be released prepare to re-enter society, and not re-enter 
prison. 
 
It’s past time that our state’s elected leaders speak with one voice on this important issue: 
when it comes to reforming our state’s justice system, the cost of doing nothing isn’t zero. 
 
Crime victims pay the price. Families pay the price. And taxpayers pay the price. 
 
In my proposal to the legislature this year, I’m recommending a series of smart reforms that 
will make a big difference. 
 
One area of reform my administration will address is our use of community supervision for 
low- risk offenders. 
 
Community supervision allows us to provide the corrections oversight necessary to hold 
someone accountable for their crime without incurring the economic and social cost of 
incarceration. 
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It costs 20 times more to incarcerate someone than to put them under community 
supervision, and the latter actually leads to better outcomes. 
 
One of the first things we will do is add funds to the Electronic Monitoring Indigency Fund to 
add the use of GPS monitoring so that low-risk, non-violent offenders can keep their jobs and 
provide for their families instead of spending unnecessary time in jail. 
 
Of those who are incarcerated, 95% are not serving a life sentence and they will eventually 
come out and we need to be sure that they are prepared for that. 
 
Why? Because every successful reentry means one less crime, and one less victim. 
 
My commitment to having fewer crimes in this state is reflected in a proposed expansion of 
education and re-entry counselling opportunities in our prisons. 
 

Educational attainment for incarcerated people can reduce their risk of recidivism by 43%. 

Another important part of successful re-entry is stable employment. 

For that reason, we have introduced a bill eliminating the expungement fees for those 
already eligible under the law to alleviate the cost and the burden of getting back on their 
feet. 
 
We must also take bold steps to stop the scourge of drugs illegally trafficked into our state. 
 
I pledged to make Tennessee a state that drug traffickers fear, and I will make sure that 
our prosecutors and our law enforcement have the tools that they need to make that a 
reality. 
 
We are increasing the penalties on dangerous drugs like fentanyl and we’re making it clear that 
we will have no leniency on high level drug dealers who target the residents of our state. 
 
And we need more than just strong laws to keep our communities safe; we also need strong law 
enforcement. 
 
It is no secret that Tennessee lags other states on law enforcement and corrections pay, 
which impacts our hiring and our retention rates. 
 
We are increasing investments in correctional officer pay and training opportunities, and this 
budget calls for new investments in our law enforcement capacity, improving the in-service 
training pay supplement, providing new funding to support the increased demands of our Drug 
Overdose and Violent Crime Task Forces. 
 
Furthermore, tomorrow morning, I will sign an Executive Order creating a task force to address 
the growing fiscal and social costs of incarceration. 
 
I appreciate the focus placed on these issues by members of the legislature and our 
Supreme Court in recent years, and it is time to move even more forward in a 
comprehensive way. 
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This task force will be led by Judge Brandon Gibson from my office and will include crime 
victims and their families, members of the general assembly, state agencies, law 
enforcement, community and faith based organizations, and, yes, even former inmates. 
 
Fundamentally, this task force will recommend legislative and budgetary changes that will 
help reduce recidivism, make our communities safer, and save tax dollars. 
 
I know we can do things differently, because I've been involved with groups who have made 
a difference. 
 
Nonprofits like Men of Valor in Nashville are helping those who enter prison be better 
prepared to reenter society. 
 
The recidivism rate of Men of Valor’s program graduates is less than one of third of the state’s 
average. 
 
One person who benefited from this group is a man named Marcus Martin. Marcus was 
incarcerated for five years and by his own admission, he was on a quick path back to prison 
until he got involved with Men of Valor. 
 
Now, on the outside for 16 years, Marcus is a full-time prison minister, helping and making 
a huge impact on those still on the inside. 
 
Marcus Martin is with us here tonight and I would love for us to recognize him – Marcus, please 
stand. Marcus, thank you for what you’re doing. 
 
My fellow Tennesseans, this is a story of redemption, this is a story of Tennesseans helping 
other Tennesseans. 
 
It’s also a story of fiscal responsibility… and common sense. 
 
We need more of these stories, and when we get them, it won't be surprising to see that our 
crime rate and recidivism rates start going down. 
 
And my administration will do more than talk about how important these issues are. 
 
We intend to be national innovators and leaders in showing how people throughout our 
state – the volunteer state – are willing to partner together to serve one another. 
 
Tonight, I’m proud to announce that we’re launching the Volunteer Mentorship Initiative to 
equip Tennesseans all across our state to mentor fellow Tennesseans who are currently in 
prison. 
 
And I’m signing up tonight as the first volunteer. 
 
This initiative will begin by working with Tennessee-based non-profits to pair degree-seeking 
inmates with mentors on the outside as they seek better opportunities for themselves during 
their time in prison and their first days back in their communities. 
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I am pleased to announce that Senator Mike Bell and Representative Michael Curcio 
have graciously agreed to be the honorary co-chairs of the Volunteer Mentorship 
Initiative. 
 
And I am even more proud that every member of my senior staff has enthusiastically agreed 
to join this program as our first batch of new mentors. 
 
Tonight, I’m asking members of our General Assembly and every Tennessean who desires 
to prayerfully consider volunteering to join this effort. 
 
As our state has shown, we can change the course of history and the destiny of people 
when we step up, volunteer, and serve one another. 
 
The challenge ahead of us is great, but the urgency of the situation is greater, and I know we 
will rise to meet the challenge. 
 
For this issue, the admonition to we public servants is clear: do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly. 
 
First, education. Second, justice. And third, every Tennessean should have access to high-
quality health care that they can afford. 
 
This is an ambitious goal that no state has accomplished, and Tennessee will not 
accomplish it overnight. 
 
We will work with patients, providers, and payers to establish Tennessee as a world-class 
health care market for our people, using transparency and competition. 
 
To begin this process, I have asked our Finance and Administration Commissioner, Stuart 
McWhorter, to chair a Healthcare Modernization Task Force that will work closely with private 
sector stakeholders, policymakers, and communities across the state to develop a list of 
reforms and critical investments. 
 
In the short-term, there are several things we can do to move Tennessee toward having 
better health outcomes. 
 
So that more uninsured Tennesseans have access to quality primary and preventative-
care services, we are providing additional funding to our health care safety net which 
supports community and faith-based care centers serving those who do not have health 
insurance coverage. 
 
We will continue to work with the General Assembly and with Washington to look for waiver 
opportunities that help us increase insurance coverage without big government strings attached. 
 
We will also be exploring ways to build off the important efforts of the Trump administration to 
promote price transparency. 
 
Another way to lower health care cost is to combat Medicaid fraud. 
 
Tackling fraud in Medicaid is particularly important as we work to prevent the fraudulent 
distribution of opioid medications. 



MONDAY, MARCH 4, 2019 -- SIXTEENTH LEGISLATIVE DAY 

681 
 

 
To support that effort, we are creating 24 new positions in the state’s Medicaid Fraud 
Control Unit. 
 
Together, these efforts will place downward pressure on the cost of coverage. 
 
I am also committed to working with our rural communities to ensure that they have 
quality healthcare that meets their current and future needs. 
 
Despite the closure of rural hospitals across the state and country, there are many opportunities 
to transform care in these communities through smart reforms, increased innovation, and a new 
business model. 
 
Addressing these challenges requires a long-term approach, and we have already taken steps 
that will deliver real progress this year. 
 
For one, I’m proposing $20 million to boost broadband accessibility which will make technology 
like telemedicine more accessible and practical. 
 
We are increasing, by as much as $8.6 million, funding for graduate medical education at 
Tennessee’s medical schools and critical incentive programs that will provide financial 
support to resident physicians who commit to living and working in rural communities. 
 
By increasing the supply of care that reflects the needs of rural communities we will be 
driving down the overall cost of care. 
 
Our focus on economic development and vocational education will also drive better 
health outcomes as individuals are increasingly able to get higher paying jobs that 
provide greater stability and access to coverage. 
 
Too often, the conversation around health care focuses exclusively on physical health. 
 
Physical well-being is important, but a national conversation around mental and behavioral 
health is long overdue. 
 
Nearly 300,000 Tennesseans are facing serious mental health challenges, and far too many 
are slipping through the cracks. 
 
I made a vow on the campaign trail to strengthen the mental health safety net and I intend to 
do just that. 
 
In this budget, I am recommending an increase of $11 million in recurring funds to 
our Behavioral Health Safety Net and our Regional Mental Health Institutes. 
 
These investments will help us serve thousands more of our most vulnerable Tennesseans, 
most of which do not currently have health insurance. 
 
Tennessee’s suicide rate is 20% higher than the national average. 
 
For that reason, I’m proposing a $1.1 million investment that will expand the state’s 
partnership with the Tennessee Suicide Prevention Network to establish a new regional 
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outreach model and increase the Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services’ effect. 
 
To truly be champions of mental and behavioral health, we must put everything we have behind 
defeating the opioid crisis in Tennessee once and for all. 
 
We must continue to make progress in preventing addiction, and I will defend the smart limits 
on prescriptions passed by this legislature. 
 
In this budget, we’ll also work to address the other victims of the opioid crisis — the 
dependent children of those addicted. 
 
We recommend expanding our investment in the Safe Baby Courts initiative to support 
vulnerable infants and are including $5 million dollars in new funding to address a 
rising caseload in our Department of Children’s Services. 
 
Also, as we begin to see an increasing rise of students entering kindergarten facing 
challenges from prenatal drug use, I recommend that we invest an additional $6 million in our 
Early Intervention Services for schools. 
 
These investments will make Tennessee a healthier state, and when we’re healthier it’s good 
for Tennesseans and it’s good for the bottom line. 
 
Fourth and finally, when we have accomplished these and many other goals, what remains 
expected of us is that government be operated with integrity, effectiveness, and as little cost 
as possible. 
 
Fundamentally, we believe government exists to protect our liberties – not to grant favors, or 
to build kingdoms, or to needlessly interfere with the lives of our citizens. 
 
To be sure, the voters did not send us here to create more government. 
 
No, they sent us here to protect their freedoms and to protect their hard-earned 
money. I have long believed that Tennessee’s most precious natural resource is 
our people. 
 
Many of our people can be found at non-profits all across this state who are doing the work 
with excellence, that government cannot and should not do. 
 
So, to help protect taxpayer dollars and to engage some of our most under-utilized 
citizens, one announcement I am particularly excited to make is the Governor’s Office of 
Faith-based and Community Initiatives. 
 
This office will leverage the non-profit community and help us unleash the potential of all 
Tennesseans to get involved not only make lives better for their fellow citizens but to 
reduce the responsibilities and ultimately the size of government. 
 
I’d like to close with two short stories. 
 
This last month we have seen record rainfall all across our state. 
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Many areas have flooded and still are others have dealt with mudslides, and water treatment 
plants have failed, and some of our neighbors have lost their loved ones. 
 
Our hearts are with those hurting families, and with all of the  others who are still cleaning 
up, even tonight. 
 
And we’re grateful to the first responders, state employees, and everyday citizens who went 
out there during the storms and supported that clean up. 
 
A few weeks ago, amid some scary moments, one state employee jumped in to help. 
 
When the flooding started in Dickson County, Lt. Travis Plotzer of the Tennessee 
Highway Patrol was at a flooded roadway on Highway 48. 
 
He went in to chest deep water to help rescue motorists stranded on top of their 
vehicles. He didn’t hesitate to be the first one to help. 
 
He showed what it really means to be a public servant; he showed what it really means to 
be a leader. 
 
Please join me in recognizing Lt. Travis Plotzer from Dickson County. 
 
Last month, for the first time in 35 years, I missed our annual, all-employee gathering. For 35 
years prior to becoming governor, I worked in a family-owned company that I led for 20 years. 
I missed that gathering last month for the first time – and it was bittersweet. 
 
But that very same day, Maria and I had the privilege to host at our new home the 
Governor’s Excellence in Service Award winners from each of Tennessee’s 23 
departments. 
 
We went around the room and listened to each one introduce themselves and explain their 
jobs, but what struck me most was not what they did, but the passion with which they did it. 
 
Those dedicated individuals and others like them that I’ve met since remind me that 
government itself is not a solution to our problems; “we the people” must solve our own 
problems. 
 

And while our state government is far from perfect, one thing I have learned during my first two 
months in office is that Tennessee has the most committed, hard-working group of state 
employees in the country, and I am proud to be serving alongside them. 
 
As my daughter Jessica and I neared the end of our climb up the Grand Teton, we came 
to a place that’s famous for its very narrow ledge. 
 
To make it worse, there’s a section in that part of the ledge that has a 1,000-foot “exposure”, 
which is evidently climber-speak for a 1,000-foot fall if you take a wrong step. 
 
The point is, the only way to get across it was to set your face forward against the mountain 
and step sideways across the gap – and whatever you do, don’t look down. 
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As a state, we find ourselves in a very strong position, with a very nice view. 
 
We can choose to stay right here and enjoy it, or we can choose to step across the ledge 
and move to higher, better ground. 
 
But if we decide to go to higher ground and to go farther, we must resolve to not look back, 
and to not look down. If we lead Tennessee well, Tennessee may well lead the nation. 
 
My prayer is that we will all work together to do just that. 
 
May God bless you, and may God bless the great state of Tennessee. 

Thank you and good night. 

 
 Thereupon, the purpose for which the Joint Convention was called having been 
accomplished, Mr. President Casada declared the Joint Convention dissolved. 
 
 
 


